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myself revolving the doubts, I thought better to
abide the jut of the uncertainty than of the cer-
tainty.' So, after conditions had been agreed
upon and hostages exchanged, the thirteen Span-
ish ships sailed in. The little island remained in
English hands; and the Spaniards were profuse
in promises.

But, having secretly made their preparations,
the Spaniards, who were in overwhelming numbers,
suddenly set upon the English by land and sea.
Every Englishman ashore was killed, except a
few who got off in a boat to the Jesus. The Jesus
and the Minion cut their headfasts, hauled clear
by their sternfasts, drove back the boarding
parties, and engaged the Spanish fleet at about a
hundred yards. Within an hour the Spanish
flagship and another were sunk, a third vessel
was burning furiously, fore and aft, while every
English deck was clear of enemies. But the
Spaniards had swarmed on to the island from all
sides and were firing into the English hulls at
only a few feet from the cannon's mouth. Haw-
kins was cool as ever. Calling for a tankard of
beer he drank to the health of the gunners, who
accounted for most of the five hundred and forty
men killed on the Spanish side. 'Stand by your